
Dear BPS Community, 
 
We hope that our families were able to enjoy a safe and healthy Thanksgiving holiday. We appreciate 
the notifications we are receiving from families and staff who are following the travel advisory protocol, 
and are in quarantine and seeking testing. Our first priority continues to be keeping our schools as 
healthy and safe as possible. Collectively we can all reduce the spread of COVID by following protocols 
both in and out of school. 
 
As we return from Thanksgiving break, and review the number of COVID cases in the Town of Barnstable 
and Barnstable County, we see the case count continues to rise. While there has not been evidence of 
in-school transmission, there is evidence of likely community spread that continues to place the Town of 
Barnstable in the red category.  
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While being in the red category does not automatically require BPS to pivot to remote, it does warrant 
discussion as to how we can keep our schools as healthy and safe as possible when there is this type of 
community spread. The rising case count, combined with the travel and gatherings that took place over 
break, gives us cause for concern.  
 
Our goal is to remain a school district that provides in-person learning to the greatest extent possible. 
Our educators and staff want to be in-person with their students, safely. We believe our schools are safe 
places for all students and staff, given the adherence to the protocols we have created. There will be 
times during the school year, such as this, that despite our protocols the concern for what we see and 
know about the data outweighs our goal of in-person learning.  
 
Given our review of the public health data, evidence of community spread, and the need for many to 
quarantine for 14 days after last week, we will remain in remote learning mode through December 11, 
2020. It is our intent to resume in-person learning on December 14. Please know that each time period 
of the school year is unique, and we will continue to review public health data to determine maintaining 
in-person learning.  
 
We continue to urge our families to follow health and safety protocols out of school, in order to limit 
and reduce community spread. By reducing community spread, our BPS schools have a greater 
likelihood of remaining open for in-person learning throughout the year.  
 
On behalf of BPS, thank you for helping to keep our schools as healthy and safe as possible. Please 
watch for a follow up email from your child’s school with specific information on remote learning. 
 
Sincerely, 
Meg Mayo-Brown 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


