The Barnstable School Committee met on Tuesday, April 13, 2010, in the Town Hall Hearing Room.  Present were Patrick Murphy, 
Dr. Fran McDonald, Tom McDonald, Stephanie Ellis, and Margeaux Weber.  Also present were Dr. Patricia Grenier, Marie McKay, and Bill Butler.  Janice Barton (Town Council Liaison), Sumeet Kaur, and Ben Cohen (Student Envoys) were not present.
Chairman Murphy began by reciting the core values of the Barnstable School System.  
1. All children have the right to every opportunity and to achieve their highest potential.

2. Each person deserves to be treated with dignity and respect.

3. Integrity and personal responsibility are the hallmarks of our daily interactions.

Approval of Minutes

Motion by Ms. Weber, seconded by Dr.McDonald, and the Committee voted unanimously to approve the minutes of Tuesday, March 9, 2010.
Public Comment

Chairman Murphy opened the floor to public comment.  No public comments were heard.
School Committee Comments and Sub-Committee/Liaison Reports
Mr. Tom McDonald said the School Facilities Advisory Committee has a facilities report coming out and they are making significant progress.
Chairman Murphy stated that April 1st seems to be the college acceptance time line and he has heard some extraordinary success stories about BHS seniors.  BHS is producing some of the most highly competitive and sought after high school seniors in the country.  Every year BHS has several students that are accepted by the top colleges in the country.
Chairman Murphy added that there are three extraordinarily tough issues in Barnstable Public Schools.  One issue is the suicide screening 
and prevention.  Barnstable won a competitive grant from the Cape and Islands United Way to conduct the suicide screening program at 
BHS.  Experts reviewed the program and commented to Dr. Grenier that this is the way it should be done throughout Massachusetts.

The second issue is the abuse of prescription drugs nationwide.  Student Services and the counseling staff have been proactively working at BHS to make students aware of this and offer counseling service on this issue.

The third issue is bullying.  Dr. Grenier has organized a Bullying Task Force.  This is an extremely important issue and there has been a great deal of press on it lately.  There are some very good bullying programs in place throughout the system and we will to strive to do better. 
Superintendent’s Report
The project for the BCHMCPS heating system continues to move forward.  The electrical sub bids were received today and there should be a contract to approve at the April 27th meeting.

The track and field work is on target.  There have been several planning meetings and this Friday any last minute design questions will be answered before the ad is printed in the Central Register and the local newspaper.  An additional School Committee Meeting will need to be conducted on May 25th to accept the bid.  

Dr. Grenier is the Superintendent Representative to the Strategic Planning Initiative at the Cape Cod Collaborative.  The Strategic Plan is coming along nicely, but there will be a change in the governance structure.  It refines the governance process, is more inclusive, and will foster greater communication among Directors, Superintendents, and School Committees.  Dr. Grenier and Dr. McDonald will be attending 
an important Collaborative Board Meeting on Wednesday, April 14th.  

The New England Association of Schools and Colleges sent out a request two months ago stating they had too many high schools on the docket to review in 2012, and would any school like an extension to 2013.  Principal Pat Graves submitted a letter to NEASC asking for the extension and the commission granted the postponement.  This represents a permanent change in the schools subsequent evaluations.  
Dr. Grenier recognized Nancy Aborn and Mary Ann Farley, the coaches of the Future Problem Solving Teams, for the endless hours they commit to students.  
Ms. Farley introduced Christa Mullaly, an eighth grader at BHS.  When Christa’s team was not invited to attend the State Bowl, she chose to enter as an individual.  Christa won first place and she has been invited to attend the International Conference in Wisconsin later this year.  
Ms. Aborn coached the Scenario Writers, three teams of Future Problems Solvers, and a team of Community Problem Solvers this year.  Katrina Malakhoff took first place in the Scenario Writing Competition.  The Community Problem Solving Team won first place in the State of Massachusetts and has been invited to compete in Wisconsin.
Dan Pipe Mazo, Katrina Malakhoff, and Dan Normand from the Community Problem Solving Team gave a brief presentation about their project.   The team name was Project Power.  Power is an acronym for Protect Our Water and Environmental Resources.  People dispose of unwanted medications down the drain and the contents end up in the water supply.  The Team set out to educate the public and present a better method to deal with unwanted medications.  They developed the crush, combine, and dispose method.  You simply place unwanted medications in a zip lock bag and ground them into a powder.  Then combine the powder with coffee grounds, kitty litter, or saw dust.  You can add unwanted liquid mediations at this time.  Finally, dispose of the mixture in a trash can.  In the Town of Barnstable trash is transported to Sea Mass where it is incinerated to the same standards to which drug recycling companies use to dispose of unwanted medications. 

The Team created a brochure that describes the crush, combine, and dispose method.  They also developed a website and a public service announcement to educate the public.  The PSA is currently being aired on Channel 22, and they are trying to get in on all local access channels across the Cape.  The Team is looking for sources of fund raising in order to print more pamphlets and cover the travel costs to 

attend the International Conference. 

Dr. Grenier escorted Elizabeth Ells and her family to the JFK Library on March 24th.  Elizabeth received a 2010 Make a Difference Award for students in the grades six to eight.  She was acknowledged for her work at the Centerville Library and on the Barnstable Youth Commission.
David Anthony, Energy Manager for the Schools and Chief Procurement Officer for the Town, stated School Department and Town are working together on energy procurement and how to manage utilities.  The commodities involved are electricity, natural gas, fuel oil, and propane.  We are members of the Cape Light Compact and an eighteen month contract was entered into by all municipal accounts to lock in electricity.  We know exactly what the FY 11 school year electricity costs will be for the commodity side.  The NSTAR piece still fluctuates but it can be projected within a quarter of a penny.  Currently we are paying on average seventeen cents per kilowatt hour.

We have been able to take advantage of historic lows for natural gas.  It is currently trading around $4.00 per dekatherm.  We are in a

position to lock in that cost for up to twenty-three months from now which could give us FY 11 and most of FY 12 under contract locked in. 

A year ago oil was trading at $55.00 a barrel and today it is trading at $84.00 a barrel.  We have not locked in for FY 11, but we are part of the county bid that goes out on behalf of all oil using schools and municipal entities.  It is estimated that there will be at least a 30% increase in 
oil costs next year.  There will also be an increase in diesel fuel costs.  The finance department in working with the Town and Schools is actively trying to manage the utilities, be responsible, lower consumption, and buy in a way that allows us to maximize our leverage.  
Tony Lacina, Facilities Director, has started the process to phase out #2 oil, #4 oil, and propane oil in a five year capital plan.

Centerville Elementary and Hyannis West Elementary burn oil.  BCHMCPS currently burns oil, but will convert to natural gas once the new heating system is put in.  Natural gas is easier to buy on the open market than oil.
Assistant Superintendent’s Report

On March 6th, five students from BHS, Morgan Kelly, Tom Kelly, Dan Pipe-Mazo, Katrina Malakhoff, and Alex Olesen, participated in Moody’s Mega Math Challenge.  This was an internet based math competition open to juniors and seniors in eighteen states along the eastern coast.  The BHS team was one of the top forty-three and they received an honorable mention.  
The senior art show will continue at the Guyer Barn through April 15th and it is open in the afternoons from 2-4 PM.  It is a presentation of crafts that include paintings, drawings, sculpture, computer graphics, ceramics, print making, woodworking, and fashion design.  
On March 19th, the School Health Advisory Council held a Spring Into Health Fair in the BHS gym.  Seven hundred students participated and went through the exhibits.  Ms. McKay thanked Meg Drude, Pat Graves, and Linda Meyers for organizing the event with the SHAC.  

The Boys Basketball Team made it to the 1st round of MIAA playoffs.  The Girls Hockey Team also made to the 1st round and the Boys 
Hockey Team made it to the 3rd round.  The Girls Swim Team are the Bay Colony Champions, and the Gymnastics Team are the Cranberry Conference Champions. The Gymnastics Team won their 11th consecutive South Sectional Championship and 4th State Championship.
The following students won awards for Outstanding Sportsmanship and Play:  Blake Blaze for Boys Basketball, Ashley Lawton for Girls Basketball, Mike Black for Boys Hockey, Nicole Melanson for Girls Hockey, Alyssa Nastri for Girls Swimming, Patrick Meade for Boys Swimming, Alex Blue for Boys Track, Tarin Dooley for Girls Track, Chelsey Harper for Gymnastics, and Will Henson for Boys Wrestling.  

Anna Cavanaugh is the State Champion in swimming according to Boston Globe All Scholastic and the Boston Herald All Scholastic.  
Britt Morris, Chelsey Harper, and Leah Pacheco, made the Boston Herald All Scholastic for Gymnastics.  
The students in Spain arrived safely and are having a great time.  They are updating their families and schools with pictures and emails daily.
Motion by Dr. McDonald, seconded by Mr. McDonald, and the Committee voted unanimously to conduct a School Committee on Tuesday, 
May 25, 2010.  It will take place in the Town Hall Hearing Room at 7:00 PM.
 Item #041310-001
Barnstable Education Foundation
Sheila Burns is the President of the Barnstable Education Foundation.  The BEF has been in existence since January 2008.  It is a group of dedicated people who work together to raise funds for the students of Barnstable Public Schools, in grades K-12.  The BEF has conducted two rounds of grant proposals and has awarded $8,000 to teachers who submitted proposals for classroom needs and programs.  The BEF asks the members of the Town to help with fundraising.  There will be a golf tournament, a silent auction, and a live auction on May 1st at the Hyannis Golf Club on Route 132.  The golf tournament costs $125 per player.  The silent auction begins at 4:00 PM and a live auction begins 
at 6:00 PM.  The buffet dinner starts 5:30 PM and costs $25.00 per person.  To make reservations please call Sheila Burns at 508-420-2067.
The Strokes of Genius Mini Golf Course will reopen this summer on Main Street in Hyannis.  
Item #041310-002
Special Education Presentation
Dr. Jane Jezard is the Special Education Director for the Barnstable Pubic Schools and she gave a presentation about the historical view of Special Education, what it is, and what it looks like in Barnstable.
In 1948, only 12% of all children with disabilities received Special Education services.  By the early 1950’s, SPED services and programs were available in school districts, but often students in SPED were considered unable to perform academic tasks and they focused on manual skills.  It was clear that discrimination was strong for those with disabilities in schools. 

Brown versus the Board of Education was the beginning of legislation that dealt with identifying students with disabilities.  This led to the Education for All Handicapped Children Act which was passed in the 1970’s.  It began in Massachusetts as Chapter 766 in 1974 and at the national level it was signed into law by Gerald Ford in 1975 and is know as public law 94-142.  Since the laws were enacted, about 75% more students are receiving SPED services.  The laws outline the responsibilities of the school districts.
Barnstable students with disabilities have access to hundreds of classrooms throughout the district.  There are resource rooms in all schools and separate classes depending on the disability.  Barnstable also uses programs at the Cape Cod Collaborative, in other public schools, and 
in residential facilities.  Some students are tutored at home or in the hospital due to health reasons with authorization from a physician.
Each student with a disability that receives SPED services has an IEP (Individualized Education Plan).  It is individually designed to meet the needs of the student educationally and is reviewed annually.  An IEP contains measurable goals and objectives designed to afford them academic progress.  Students with disabilities are eligible for special education services from ages 3 to 22, or 18 years old if they receive a high school diploma.  
Barnstable has 780 students in the SPED program.  Eligibility categories in Massachusetts are autism, developmental delay, intellectual impairment, sensory impairment hearing, sensory impairment vision, sensory impairment deaf-blind, neurological impairment, emotional impairment, communication impairment, physical impairment, health impairment, and specific learning disability.  
There are 52 special education teachers in the district, 24 related service providers (speech and language, occupational therapy, physical therapy, teacher of visually impaired and teacher of the deaf), 102 paraprofessionals, 7 coordinators and department heads, 
3 nursing staff, and 5 others that include the out of district coordinator, adaptive physical education teacher, and clerical support.  
Special education department costs include in and out of district transportation, parent reimbursement, evaluations, consultants, professional development, specialized materials for students, assistive technology, and out of district placements in other public schools, the Cape Cod Collaborative, and residential schools.

Item #041310-003
School Choice
Dr. Grenier recommended to the Committee that they continue to allow students from other communities to attend school in Barnstable.  The Committee would only need to take a vote if their current position changed.  Her responsibility will be to communicate to the Department of Education the number of slots available by grade.  There will be 10 slots in Kindergarten, 10 in 1st grade, 4 in 2nd grade, no slots in 3rd grade, 12 in 6th grade, no slots in 7th grade, and 18 slots in 8th – 12th grades.  
The Committee agreed to continue to allow students from other communities to attend school in Barnstable.

Item #041310-004
Food Program Review

The School Lunch Program Administrative Review was conducted in Barnstable by the Office of Nutrition, Health, and Safety on March 
8th, 9th, 15th, and 16th.  The review staff were very complimentary of Chartwells in almost every area.  The woman who conducted the exit interview told Dr. Grenier that it was one of the most positive reviews she has done all year. There are a few areas that must have corrective action.  Dr. Grenier needs to sign and return the review by May 5th.  
Item #041310-005
Field Trip Request

Dr. Grenier recommended the field trip to the Rain Forest in Ecuador be approved.  Safety checks were completed and the threat level is safe in Ecuador.  It is a trip that has been done for a decade.
Motion by Dr. McDonald, seconded by Mr. McDonald, and the Committee voted unanimously to approve the Biology Club field trip to the Rain Forest in Ecuador.

Item #041310-006
School Committee Calendar 2010-2011
Chairman Murphy stated the proposed 2010-2011 School Committee calendar begins on July 20, 2010 and ends on June 14, 2011.  There are School Committee Meetings, Student Council and District Leadership Council Meetings, and Workshops incorporated into the calendar.  
Motion by Dr. McDonald, seconded by Ms. Ellis, and the Committee voted unanimously to approve the School Committee calendar for 
2010-2011 as presented.
Item #041310-007
Osterville Lease

Chairman Murphy that announced the agenda item for the Osterville Lease will be tabled until the Tuesday, April 27th, School Committee Meeting.

Dr. Grenier stated the arrangement is moving forward.  Staff at the Collaborative needed additional time to review the documents.  Paul Hilton, Director of Collaborative, has worked very hard with the Superintendents and parents around the Cape to organize this initiative.  
Item #41310-008

Approve Accounts Payable Warrant




1.  FY ’10 Warrant #41
Dr.  Grenier stated warrant #41 had been through the BPS Finance Department’s system of checks and balances.   

Motion by Dr. McDonald, seconded by Ms. Ms. Weber, and the Committee voted unanimously to accept warrant #41 in the amount of $278,896.29. 
A School Committee Meeting and Facilities Workshop have been scheduled on April 27th, at 7:00 PM, in the Town Hall Hearing Room.
On May 11th there will be a Student Council meeting, at 6:00 PM, in the Selectmen’s Conference Room and a School Committee Meeting,

 at 7:00 PM, in the Town Hall Hearing Room.

There will now be a School Committee Meeting on Tuesday, May 25th and another on Tuesday, June 15th.  Both will take place in the Town Hall Hearing Room at 7:00 PM.

The Barnstable High School graduation will take place on Saturday, June 12th.  

Dr. Grenier added that on May 20th or May 27th the school budget will be presented to the Town Council.  
Motion by Dr. McDonald, seconded by Mr. McDonald, and the Committee voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.

























Respectfully Submitted,










Betsy McKane










Administrative Assistant  

