MMEHMCPS PTO

MEETING MINUTES – May 14, 2008
INTRODUCTION:  A MMEHMCPS PTO General Meeting was held on May 14, 2008.  Board members present  were  Deirdre Kyle, President; Rebecca Pinkava, Vice President; Margie Berkley, Recording Secretary; and Marie Murphy, Corresponding Secretary.  Nicola Stacy, Treasurer.  The Teacher Representatives present were Mrs. Fawkes (1st grade), Mrs. Corsino (3rd grade) and Mrs. Pratt-Gorill (4th grade). Mr. Keenan  Interim Principal, was also present.  President Deirdre Kyle called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 P.M.  
APRIL MINUTES:  The Minutes from the April 9, 2008 PTO Meeting were distributed to all attendees for review.   After motion was made to approve the Minutes, the Minutes were approved, and will be posted on the school’s website.
TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:  Mrs. Fawkes thanked the parents for the teacher/staff meals during Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week.  First grade and multi-age students attended the Franklin Park Zoo on a recent field trip.  The children interacted with the animals to then learn about animal-related activities.  They also visited the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History where they observed birds, fossils, snakes, turtles, etc. In Reading, they also learned about inventions, simple machines and famous inventors.  In Math, the students are learning about measurement, the metric system, liquid capacity, weight and temperature.  In Science, the themes were plants, animals, tidal pools, life cycles etc.  Pen Pals from Hyannis East are coming to visit.  The Hat Parade is on May 28th for parents to attend.  Children learn songs and make their own hats.  Mrs. Corsino mentioned that the students enjoyed field trips to the Cape Cod Canal and Ranger Station, upcoming trips are to the Cape Cod Scenic Railroad and the Whale Watch, which all third grade students attend.  The Mach MCAS test will be completed this week.  Mrs. Pratt-Gorill thanked the PTO for supporting the Harwich Jr. Theater visiting three times this year that also follows the reading curriculum.  Each class performed their own version of Mcbeth “Lite”.  Fourth grade activities include a concert on June 9th, Fourth Grade Awards on the 10th, Field Day on the 11th and the Fourth Grade Picnic on the 13th.  Deirdre thanked all of the Teacher Representatives for attending the PTO meetings and providing parents with very valuable information about activities and themes learned in the classrooms.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Mr. Keenan thanked the parents for the staff meals.  Kindergarten registration is tomorrow.  It’s a great opportunity for parents to get involved on the various boards of the school and in the classrooms.  “Taking Stock Night” was last week and was very well attended.  Silver Hill Elementary School came to observe as they will be hosting their own “Taking Stock Night” this year.  The charter renewal process is moving ahead.  Mr. Keenan encouraged all parents to complete a CORI form as they are extremely important in order for parents to participate in the classroom or on field trips.  CORI checks are not transferable between organizations so if parents are planning on volunteering at our school, and don’t have a current CORI check on file, they are encouraged to do so.  The school’s budget will be presented at the next Board of Trustees Meeting.  Hopefully, ideas generated by the Think Tank will be implemented.  Mr. Keenan thanked the outgoing PTO Board for all of their hard work these past two years and for successfully working with the school and the Steering Committee.  A question was raised about the Kindergarten program.  Mr. Keenan responded that because there was a decrease in the number of half-day students registered, those half-day students (12) will be “sprinkled” in with the full day students and leave at 11:45 AM each day. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Nicola Stacy gave the Treasurer’s Report. Box Tops generated a recent deposit for $720.02.   It was suggested that if the Birdhouses fundraiser is done again, it should be better advertised how much of a profit the school receives.
OLD BUSINESS:   Deidre thanked Joanne Coyle for organizing Teacher Appreciation Week.  
NEW BUSINESS:    Amy Charron is arranging for a pizza lunch for all staff on the last day of school.  Any parent volunteers should arrive at 11:00AM.  The Fourth Grade Yearbook is going to proof next week.  There will be a CD of photos as well and the yearbooks will be available at the Fourth Grade Picnic, which is June 13th.  Sharon Ricci gave an update on the picnic.  Students are encouraged to wear blue and white on Field Day.  First, second and multi-age grades will have Field Day from 9:30 AM – 11:45 AM and third and fourth graders will have theirs from 1:15 PM – 3:15 PM.

BOARD ELECTIONS: Elections for the new PTO Board were held and the following individuals were voted in unanimously after motions were made and seconded:  Cheryl Quast, President, Andrea Wood, Vice President, Cynthia Corbett, Treasurer, Jenn Sawyer, Recording Secretary, and Leigh McInerney, Correspondence Secretary.  Each will be serving on the board for the 08-09 and 09-10 school years.  Congratulations!
NEXT MEETING:   This was the last meeting of the 07-08 school year.  The PTO meeting dates for the 08-09 school year will be determined. Have a great summer!  
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