MARSTONS MILLS EAST HORACE MANN CHARTER SCHOOL 

STEERING COMMITTEE MINUTES: 
Thursday, January 22, 2009, 3:45 P.M. 
 

	Topics:
	Comments:

	1. Review and accept minutes from Dec. 18, 2008
	 Minutes - deferred (and accepted later by internet vote)

	2. Public Comment
	There was no Public Comment

	3. PTO update 
	Mrs. Quast shared that on Friday the 23rd the PTO will be sponsoring a “Movie Night”.  The cost will be $2.00 per person and that will include a snack and water.  So far 83 tickets have been sold.  The featured movie will be Space Chimps.  The PTO is also planning a Bingo Night.  They have also discussed various ways to give a proper send off to the third graders that now will be leaving our school to attend the Barnstable Horace Mann Charter School next year.  Many parents have contacted Mrs. Quast requesting a year book for the third grade this year. The PTO will look into the time and cost of this additional year book. They hope to expand their budget for next year.

	
	

	4. Principal   Update

· Budget Update
· School Committee
· Move to Hyannis East

	Mr. Keenan informed us that the entire school will participate in a “No Name Calling” day on January 28th.  He plans on giving suggestions for activities for that day to the teachers.  The children could take a string of yarn with our school color and tie it around their finger as a reminder of that day or create a sign which could be signed by all children in the school and displayed for the school community to see.  
Mr. Keenan reported that the School Committee does have the right to move our school. He has been in touch with Mary Street who is head of the charter and the DOE attorney to answer questions.  Ken told us he is getting the proper information about moving on. Ralph Cahoon had also sent him an email. The board will not take a survey. There is no longer a choice and now the move will be to Hyannis East rather than Osterville. All options made by the School Committee have been passed with the exception of our school. The town is looking for the board’s decision.  
There will be a parent meeting on Monday at 10:00.  
The DESE board has said our renewal will be voted on Feb. 24th.  The School Committee can withdraw our charter before that date. 

	Cadres: 
 
	The Professional Development Cadre wants to create and work on a professional library for our staff.  Where that will be located has not been determined yet. 
The Assessment Cadre has sent out a survey to the staff and only a few have been given back. They will be handing out surveys at the next staff meeting and will be meeting together after that to analyze the results.
The Writing Cadre met on the in-service day and divided up the Empowering Writer’s lessons to be covered by each grade level.  They would like to change the writing prompts.  The representatives from each grade will discuss this with their grade level.  They have also discussed the possibility of giving the same writing prompt for each year in K-3.  The prompts have not been made yet.  
The Behavior Cadre met also on the in-service day.  Not all members were present.  Some staff was out of the building to attend workshops in the district.  The cadre looked over materials and watched videos about PBIS.  They would like to present this information to the staff soon.  
The Communication Cadre plans to send out a mid-year reminder to staff to keep the health binders updated.



	    Other Business
	The possibility that the Steering Committee may meet more often till the end of the year was discussed and left open.



	6. Agenda items next meeting
	 *Transition Team

  *Cadre update

 * Next meeting –February 12, 2008



	
	


