MMEHMCPS PTO
MEETING MINUTES – 09/19/07
INTRODUCTION:  A MMEHMCPS PTO general meeting was held on September 19, 2007.  The Board members present were Deirdre Kyle, Rebecca Pinkava, Margie Berkley and Nicola Stacy.  Board member Marie Murphy was absent.  The Teacher Representatives present were Mrs. dePontbriand (Kindergarten), Miss Powers (1st Grade), Mrs. Corsino (3rd Grade) and Mr. Moynihan (4th Grade).  The meeting was well attended by approximately 21 MMEHMCPS parents.  President Deirdre Kyle called the meeting to order at approximately 6:32 P.M.  Deirdre introduced the Board members and welcomed everyone to the first general PTO meeting of the year.
TEACHER REPORTS:  The Teacher Representatives gave their first reports which included upcoming field trips to  Coonamessett Farms, the Nutcracker, Hyannis Harbor and the Museum of Science.  Many of the classes are working on math concepts, including currency and units of measurement.   Fourth graders are also studying rocks and minerals. Each grade will be visited next week by Neal Nichols of Geography Gameshow.  Students will also begin preparing for the next All-School Theme of Community to be held through October 25th.  Mr. Moynihan also welcomed Jill O’Brien to the school as our new fourth grade teacher.  
MAY MINUTES:  The Minutes from the May 9, 2007 PTO Meeting were distributed to all attendees for review.   After motion was made to approve the Minutes, the spelling of Gretchen McPherson’s name was corrected from McPhearson. The minutes of the May 9, 2007 meeting were approved as amended.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Copies of the budget dated 9/19/07 were distributed to all attendees.  Treasurer Nicola Stacy reviewed the budget and explained the Innisbrook line item of expenses to date.  Nicola explained that the PTO was approached about possibly paying for the Premier Agendas that each student received this year.  A vote was taken and a majority vote was reached to approve PTO paying for the Premier Agendas for $2,290.20.  A Motion was made to approve this expenditure.  A brief discussion was held regarding streamlining the communications sent home (i.e., using less paper, using ½ sheets, utilizing ConnectEd messages more frequently, etc.).  The PTO is currently utilizing the Principal’s weekly newsletter to communicate PTO information and will use ConnectEd as often as possible.
INNISBROOK:  The Innisbrook fund-raiser will begin on September 14th.  Innisbrook is our largest fund-raising event and the monies raised will enable our children to enjoy all the many wonderful enrichment programs and field trips planned for this year.  All students who return a packet, either with or without a purchase, will receive a water bottle with our school logo and mascot. MMEHMCPS receives 50% of all sales.  Marie Murphy, Dawn Trayner and Rebecca Pinkava are all chairpersons of this event.  A special thank you to each of them! 
NEW BUSINESS:  The first Family Harvest Fest will be held on Saturday, September 29th from 12pm – 3pm, rain or shine.  Fall decorations such as mums, cornstalks, hay bales, pumpkins, cabbage and kale will be available for purchase and will be supplied by RF Morse.  A special thank you to Cheryl Quast for suggesting and chairing this fun-filled school community event.  Popcorn, baked goods, games and crafts will also be part of the festivities.  Anyone who can please donate a wagon or wheelbarrow for the day, please bring it to the fest that day.  Baked goods may be dropped off at the school the day before and left on the tables provided outside of the cafeteria.  Debbie Nailor mentioned possibly having a CHIPS program at the festival.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Mr. Keenan discussed the successful beginning of the school year with teachers and students settling in very quickly and seamlessly.  He advised parents of the importance of reporting their child’s health issues to the School Nurse.  He also mentioned the success of the “Second Step” program as demonstrated by the significant decrease in behavior-related incidents as compared to this same time last year.  He also mentioned the Scott Foresman reading program, which the school is very excited about and he welcomed the three new student teachers to our school this year.  Mr. Keenan updated the PTO on the current status of the school’s budget and answered questions from parents.
NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting is scheduled for October 10, 2007 at 6:30 P.M. in the Cafeteria. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:05 P.M 

