MMEHMCPS PTO

MEETING MINUTES – 04/09/08
INTRODUCTION:  A MMEHMCPS PTO General Meeting was held on April 9, 2008.  Board members present  were  Deirdre Kyle, President; Rebecca Pinkava, Vice President; Margie Berkley, Recording Secretary; and Marie Murphy, Corresponding Secretary.  Nicola Stacy, Treasurer was absent.  The Teacher Representatives present were Mrs. de Pontbriand (Kindergarten), Mrs. Corsino (3rd grade) and Mr. O’Toole (4th grade). Mr. Keenan (Interim Principal) was also present.  The meeting was attended by 12 MMEHMCPS parents.  President Deirdre Kyle called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 P.M.  
FEBRUARY MINUTES:  The Minutes from the February 13, 2008 PTO Meeting were distributed to all attendees for review.   After motion was made to approve the Minutes, the Minutes were approved, and will be posted on the school’s website.
TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:  Mrs. dePontbriand gave the Kindergarten report. In E/LA, the students are blending sounds, learning about adjectives and letter sounds and using more sophisticated vocabulary.  They are also learning about body parts and the five senses and writing sentences about them in their journals.  They are reading non-fiction books and using the internet for the IIM (Independent Investigation Method) projects; telling time and reading the calendar; identifying and combining coins; geometry and fractions; planting and insects; there’s a field trip to the Green Briar Nature Center coming up.  Mrs. Corsino gave the Third Grade report.  Students completed the E/LA MCAS, they have field trips coming up and a Shel Silverstein poems night coming up.  Students are also performing in a Solar System play.  In math, students are studying geometry and fractions.  A Ranger from the Cape Cod Canal is coming in to visit and in May the students visit the canal.  A field trip on the Cape Cod Railroad is on May 28th followed by a Whale Watch in June.  Students are also learning about endangered species. Mr. O’Toole gave the Fourth Grade report.  Fourth grade students also finished their E/LA MCAS; the Cape Cod Symphony came for a visit and on May 8th the students go to the high school to see the symphony.  Students are working on their National Parks projects and parents are invited to come in to see the displays.  In Science, students are learning about magnets and electricity followed by the study of plants. In Math, they are learning about geometry and fractions. Math MCAS are in May.  In Reading, students are working on improving comprehension. In Writing, they are working on developing their “voice” and topic development and the students are also beginning to explore poetry.  There is an upcoming trip to HJT to see Macbeth.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Mr. Keenan thanked everyone for their hard work on the Scholastic Book Fair and Ice Cream Social.  The interaction between students, teachers and parents was wonderful to see.  Our school’s website has links for students to help them with various math concepts.  On May 7th,  a “Taking Stock” night will be held from 6p.m. - 7:30p.m., which will help our school determine “where we are and where we are going” in order to help us prepare for our charter renewal and prepare for the future in general.  All stakeholders are invited to participate.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Deirdre referred everyone to the Treasure’s Report.  The unencumbered balance is $12, 936.30.  The Library was provided the remainder of the $500.00 it requested in the beginning of the year.  The PTO Board proposed that $1,250.00 be allocated to the purchase of 50 Book Plates.  After motion was made and accepted, $1,250.00 was allocated to the purchase of Book Plates.
OLD BUSINESS:  Janelle D’Aprix gave a report on the Scholastic Book Fair and thanked the school community for their support.  Total sales were $10,009.57 with a profit of just over $3,000.00.   Next year, the Book Fair is tentatively scheduled for the first week in December during the newly-scheduled parent/teacher conferences.  Amy Charron gave an update on the Ice Cream Social.  Hood provided the ice cream and over 500 bowls of ice cream were served in about an hour!  
NEW BUSINESS:   Many Fund Raisers for next year already have Chairpersons and the calendar year of PTO events for school year 08-09 is tentatively scheduled.  Joanne Coyle gave an update about the next Teacher Appreciation Week event, which is providing each teacher and staff member with a take-home meal.  Cheryl Quast suggested to parents that they wait to renew their magazine subscriptions during the next Innisbrook Fund Raiser so that the school continues to benefit from those sales.  Gretchen McPherson gave an update on the Spring Bulbs and Bird Houses Fund Raiser, which raised over $2,000.00.  About 25% of the school population participated. Amy Charron suggested that we host a pizza lunch on the last day of school for all staff given that the staff don’t have a work day the day after students finish and because many other support staff do not need to come in on that day and have not been able to participate in the past breakfasts.  The PTO Board and all members present agreed that a pizza lunch will be provided on the last day of school for all staff.  Fourth Grade Yearbook planning is well underway.   Kindergarten Screening is May 15th and Mrs. Horgan has requested that the PTO, in addition to traditionally providing snacks, have representation for new parents to ask questions, etc.  Dr. Grenier will be discussing the funding for the kindergarten program for 
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next year on April 15th at Hyannis East and on April 16th at Hyannis West.  Sharon Ricci gave an extensive update about the progress of the Fourth Grade Picnic to be held on June 14th.  Field Day is June 11th.  Twenty-two parents are needed for both morning and afternoon games.  Lunch is provided to parent volunteers.   Nominations for PTO Board members were:  Cheryl Quast for President, Andrea Wood for Vice-President and Jennifer Sawyer for Recording Secretary.  Elections will be held at the May 14th meeting.
NEXT MEETING:   The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:00 P.M.  The next meeting is scheduled for May 14, 2008 at 6:30 P.M. in the cafeteria.
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