MMEHMCPS PTO

MEETING MINUTES – 02/13/2008
INTRODUCTION:  A MMEHMCPS PTO General Meeting was held on February 13, 2008.  Board members present  were  Deirdre Kyle, President; Rebecca Pinkava, Vice President; Nicola Stacy, Treasurer; Margie Berkley, Recording Secretary; and Marie Murphy, Corresponding Secretary.  The Teacher Representatives present were Mrs. de Pontbriand (Kindergarten) and Mrs. Fawkes (1st grade), Mrs. Corsino (3rd grade) and Mrs. Hart (4th grade). Mr. Keenan (Interim Principal) was also present.  The meeting was attended by nine MMEHMCPS parents.  President Deirdre Kyle called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 P.M.  
Deirdre reminded parents that PTO Board positions will be available for the 08-09 and 09-10 school years.  Each board member introduced themselves and described their responsibilities.
NOVEMBER MINUTES:  The Minutes from the November 14, 2007 PTO Meeting were distributed to all attendees for review.   After motion was made to approve the Minutes, the Minutes were approved, and will be posted on the website.
TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:  Mrs. dePontbriand gave the Kindergarten report. The students are: studying themes of winter/hibernation; celebrating 100 days of school; and recognizing Valentine’s Day.  The Reading Themes include:   where animals live and how plants and animals grow.  The Math themes include: length, weight, temperature, counting by 2, 5 and 10, probability and estimation.  Mrs. Fawkes gave the First Grade report.  In Math, first graders are finishing estimation; counting by ten; identifying missing numbers; skip counting, ordering numbers, counting to 100, identifying patterns and celebrating 100 days, including related projects.  Mrs. Fawkes thanked the school community for sending in 100 non-perishable items for the Hyannis Food Pantry.  In Science, students are learning about birds, fish, reptiles and amphibians (Ms. Powers’ class has terrapins!).  In Social Studies, they are learning about different people and cultures, respect for different cultures, and following the election. In Reading, students are studying life cycles and treasures (fossils, museums).  Ms. Allen has been visiting 1st grade and multi-age classes to enhance ASP awareness.  Mrs. Corsino gave the Third Grade report.  They are studying simple machines; mapping and continents; division; and preparing for MCAS.  Mrs. Hart gave the Fourth Grade report.  Mrs. Hart thanked the school community for winter coats and blankets for Angel House.  Students are preparing for the MCAS Long Composition to be held on March 25th.  In Math, students are learning long division. In Science, they are learning about electricity.  In Social Studies, the students are participating in “The Great Mail Race” by corresponding with other fourth grade classes around the county to learn about their climate, sights and attractions, etc.  In Reading, they are learning about main ideas, sequencing, comprehension skills, generalizing and comparing and contrasting. Harwich Jr. Theatre (HJT) is helping with acting and movement skills in preparation for the Macbeth production.  The students will attend the play “Harriet the Spy” at HJT.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:   Mr. Keenan thanked the PTO Board and all parents for all of the work they do at the school.  Dr. Seuss’ birthday will be celebrated on March 3rd with a Pajama Day being held on the same day in honor of his birthday.  Mrs. Childs is recovering well at home and Mrs. Rudek is filling in during her absence.  Mr. Keenan is working on next year’s budget and the audit from last year is complete.  There have been articles about the town funding full day kindergarten, which has not been approved as of yet.  On February 26th, there will be a Public Hearing at our school in the Auditorium regarding Barnstable’s school budget.  Two new staff members here at MMEHMCPS include Krista Swanson, Counselor, hired under a grant and Bob Luongo, part-time Custodian.  There will be 46 Enrichment Clusters being held throughout the building for grades 1-4.  
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Nicola reviewed the February, 2007 Treasurer’s Report.  Innisbrook deposits have been finalized and Movie Night made a profit as well.  Expenses included HJT, Movie Night and Enrichment Cluster reimbursements.  The Library will receive $500 as discussed back in October, 2007.
OLD BUSINESS:  Movie Night was successful with 192 tickets sold.  Box Tops is doing very well with Capewide Enterprises donating $5.00 Borders gift cards to the class with the highest participation.  Parents were reminded to check out our website called “MME Travel Express” for their travel and gift-buying needs.  There is a box located outside of the cafeteria for “Cartridges for Kids” donations, including cell phones and ink cartridges.
NEW BUSINESS:   BINGO will be February 28th in the cafeteria.  The Scholastic Book Fair will be from March 10th-14th.  Next year, parent conferences will be held the week of December 6th.  There will be no November or March conferences.  School will be closed on Election Day in 2008.  There will be a Spring Bulbs and Bird Houses fund raiser in April, including a bird house kit to take home and assemble.  The bulb 
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company is Dutch Gardens.  The PTO receives 50% of the profits.  Orders are due April 1st and bulbs will arrive April 22nd.  Discussion took place regarding 4th Grade Yearbook, including whether or not to charge parents for messages to their child; whether or not to include all grades in yearbook; and other ideas to offset the cost of publication.  Parents were encouraged to send in pictures of 4th graders. The yearbook committee is selling ad space to help offset the cost.  Baby pictures will also be requested by the committee.

NEXT MEETING:   The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:22 P.M.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 9, 2008 at 6:30 P.M. in the cafeteria.
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