MMEHMCPS PTO

MEETING MINUTES – 11/14/07
INTRODUCTION:  A MMEHMCPS PTO General Meeting was held on November 14, 2007.  Board members present  were  Deirdre Kyle, President; Rebecca Pinkava, Vice President; Nicola Stacy, Treasurer; Margie Berkley, Recording Secretary; and Marie Murphy, Corresponding Secretary.  The Teacher Representatives present were Mrs. dePontbriand (Kindergarten) and Mrs. Fawkes (1st grade).  The meeting was attended by nine MMEHMCPS parents.  President Deirdre Kyle called the meeting to order at approximately 6:32 P.M.  

OCTOBER MINUTES:  The Minutes from the October 10, 2007 PTO Meeting were distributed to all attendees for review.   After motion was made to approve the Minutes, the Minutes were approved, and will be posted on the website.
TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:  Mrs. dePontbriand gave the grade level report for Kindergarten.  Since visiting the Coonamessett Farm, kindergarteners have been studying: the relationship between mother animals and their babies; products that come from animals; how fruits and vegetables grow, including sorting, categorizing and counting them; setting up a farm stand and grocery store to learn about economics; the comparison of animals on the farm to animals in the home.   Mrs. Fawkes gave the First Grade report.  She was a teacher for 13 years at Hyannis West Elementary. In math, the students are studying math vocabulary and using the number line in order to solve math problems.  In Reading, the students are learning about community workers and neighborhoods, long vowel sounds and grammar.  In Social Studies, they’re planning their Thanksgiving breakfast, studying Native American and Pilgrim clothing and roles of family members and reading related stories aloud. The students are also reading about the Nutcracker in preparation for seeing the play at the high school.  A proposal has been submitted for a trip to the Franklin Park Zoo.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Mr. Keenan reported that Mrs. Childs introduced a special program called “Mix-it-Up!” where all students were encouraged to sit with someone “new” at lunch in order to get to know them better and to promote tolerance.  The students then received “Mix it up!” stickers.  Incoming Kindergarten students must be registered whether or not they have siblings currently in the school.  At present, 61 Kindergarten enrollment applications have been received and there is space for 88. There will be four openings throughout grades 1-4.  On November 26th, the Board of Trustees will be discussing the budget deficit.  A parent asked how they could help and several suggestions were made about assisting teachers and specialists with their individual budgetary needs, such as posting Wish Lists in school newsletters.  
PRESENTATION:  Ms. Allen presented information about the ASP (Accelerated Schools plus) program and touched upon the following:  what a Horace Mann Charter School is; why we need a charter; our Mission Statement; the ASP Model; guiding principles; 10 values; Powerful Learning Components; goals; Implementation Process, school structure and celebration of being a national ASP demonstration site.

Leslie Silliman reported on a potential recycling program/fund raiser for our school called reusethisbag.com. Costs to the school were discussed and many suggestions were made about how to market this program, including partnering with local companies.  Leslie will work with other parents between now and the next meeting in developing this program.

Toni Zugel, Building Volunteer Coordinator, talked about the CORI process, her role as Building Volunteer Coordinator and the importance of parents being CORI’d.  Parents were encouraged to sign in at the front desk when they come in to volunteer so that CORI checks can be verified and so that volunteer hours can be tracked and reported to the Volunteer Office at the high school.   Toni assured parents that she does not have access to CORI information except whether or not the individual is approved.  Parents were also encouraged to keep their CORI checks up-to-date in order to avoid any problems with attending field trips, etc.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Nicola reviewed the November 14, 2007 Treasurer’s Report which includes a $2,258.14 unencumbered balance. The report was approved as written.
NEW BUSINESS:  Movie Night is scheduled for Friday, January 25th and volunteers are needed to help.  The PTO is also looking for individuals who are serve-safe certified in order to cover events where food is served.   PTO Board nominations will be accepted at the April meeting and elections will be held at the May meeting.  Anyone interested in serving on the PTO Board next was encouraged to let Deirdre know.
NEXT MEETING:   The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:22 P.M.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 13. 2008 at 6:30 P.M. in the cafeteria.
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