MMEHMCPS PTO

Meeting Minutes September 17, 2008
Intro: A MMEHMCPS PTO General Meeting was held on September 19, 2008.  Board members present were Cheryl Quast, President; Andrea Wood, Vice President; Cythia Corbett, Treasurer; Jenn Sawyer, Recording Secretary and Leigh McInerney, Corresponding Secretary.  The Teacher Representatives were Mrs. Autrey (K), Mrs. Butler (1st), Mr. Moynihan (4th).  Mr. Keenan, Principal were also in attendance.

May Minutes:  The May 14, 2008 minutes were distributed for all to review.  After motion was made to approve the Minutes, the Minutes were approved and will be posted on the schools website.

Teacher Representative Reports:  Mrs. Autrey reported that there are 88 Kindergarten students this year. All 4 teachers are introducing them to the school and the routines.  The have started the year with apple and space themes.  They have also started math using graphing and patterning exercises. Mrs. Butler let us know that 1st graders are making the transition from K.  They are studying the lifecycle of the Monarch butterfly as well as math and reading and getting organized.  Mr. Moynihan mentioned the 4th graders are settled into their academics.  They plan on visiting the Hyannis Harbor on October 2 to interview employees from area businesses.  From these interviews they will learn how people in the community work together.
Principal’s Report:  Mr. Keenan reported the school year is off to a great start.  The Parent Pick-up program was reviewed as well as the new Attendance Call Back program.  Both are to ensure the safety of all the children.  Mr. Keenan mentioned the enrollment policy and asked that parents help in communicating this info to the public.  There will be orientations this Fall for perspective families to visit the school.   Dates will be announced on Channel 22.  Requests have been made that the weekly newsletter be sent electronically.  He is working on it however, it is posted in the schools website.  October 1 at 6:30pm there will be an ASP presentation to update parents on the program as well as the Horace Mann charter.
Treasurers’ Report:  Cynthia Corbett provided copies of the tentative budget.  It showed the same line items as years past.  Everything funded LY will be funded TY.  4th grade did provide a snapshot of their needs for the coming year.  The budget will be voted on at the October 8th PTO meeting. 
Upcoming Fundraisers - Innisbrook, our biggest fundraiser of the year, has begun.  Fifty percent of the proceeds stay with our school.  Please remember it is not just wrap - there are household staples and school supplies available on-line.  Grade level prizes will be awarded.  The 2nd Fall Family Festival will be held rain or shine September 27th from 12-3.  Volunteers are needed and we will have a sign up form available.  There will be fall décor items available as well as face painting, spin art, bake sale and tables for the Girls Scouts and Boy Scouts.
Old Business: Cartridges for Kids, Trish Hill will have collection boxes outside the cafeteria and the office.  She hopes to get a flyer sent home outlining the program.  This will include info on what items are acceptable and what are not.  The website is www.cartridgesforkids.com .  Our school gets between $.25 and $.75 cents for each item donated.
New Business: The purchase of a new laminator for the school was discussed.  Mrs. Butler has researched machines and pricing and received a quote for 2 different models.  Both the Penaco Easyload and the G5 laminator are each about $1500 plus a $314 maintenance program.  We have allotted $2000 for this expenditure.  A request was made by Joy Hambly for her Love and Logic program. She needs $655 dollars to cover the difference that was covered by a grant last year.  October 1st is the set deadline for requests of the PTO.  A motion was made to wait for October 8th meeting to see if any other requests are made before voting.  There was a second motion and a third motion.  No comments or discussion.  Approved.  We will discuss further and vote at the October 8th meeting.  Sharon Capon spoke about Box Tops program and the need for a new volunteer for contest.  We recognized Sharon’s great efforts with this fundraiser.  Mr. Keenan mentioned the need for a development committee to put together a foundation for the school.  
Next Meeting:  October 8th, 2008
