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MISSION 

To support ALL 
students through 

talent  
development.  

To identify,  
challenge and  

encourage  
academically  
advanced and 

creative thinkers. 

Mrs. Dunn & 
Mrs. Marks 

Gateway Teachers          
Grades 4-5 

                    PBL/STEM 
4

th
 Grade: After sharing each other’s knowledge on 

the solar system, students chose one planet to 

research. There are several required elements to be 

included in their research. Upon completion of their 

research they will learn how to use the Key Note App 

on the iPad and share their planetary knowledge with 

a Key Note presentation.  

 

5
th

 Grade: Students are now working on a Mathalicious project called New-tritional  Info. 

During this project, students will use unit rates and proportional reasoning to determine 

how long they’d have to exercise to burn off different McDonald’s menu items. They will 

be calculating the number of calories burned per minute for different types of exercise 

and body weights. They will correctly write units (e.g. calories, cal/min, etc.) and simplify 

equations using them. For their project, they will discuss the effects of posting calorie 

counts on menus, and what might happen if exercise information were posted instead of 

calorie count. Would it affect people’s ordering choices? They will then choose one of two 

projects. One project requires students to create a typical daily menu, choose an 

exercise, and determine how many minutes they would have to exercise to burn off each 

item. The other project requires students to post two McDonald’s menus: One showing 

how many calories are in each item, and the other showing how many minutes of 

exercise it would take to burn off each item. They will create and conduct a survey to see 

if the different menus affect the way people order. After compiling the results, they will 

compare the two groups. There are various presentation ideas for each project. 

Advanced Math  

 
4

th
 Grade: Students were given a fraction pre-test before starting 

their fraction unit. The assessment was used to determine what 

fraction skills need taught before starting this unit. During this unit, 

students will create an interactive fraction notebook, which will 

include explanations of skills and concepts, definitions, examples, 

and/or illustrations. There will also be a page to practice each of the skills. As students 

learn to apply the concepts, they will be completing a variety of fraction problem solving 

task cards. 

5
th

 Grade: Students are working on division of whole numbers and decimal 

numbers with 2 digit divisors. They are strengthening these skills while 

working on  several shopping adventures at candy stores, snack shacks, 

and bake sales. Each adventure includes several multi-step problems, 

which require multiplying and dividing decimal numbers.  



 

Advanced ELA   

 

 

 
4th Grade Reading:  This month fourth graders finished up a mini unit 
which exposed them to solving mysteries.  They learned how to  
generate appropriate questions which helped them collect information 
about a crime scene.  By making observations and inferences, students 
had lots of fun attempting to identify the 'culprit'.   Matrix logic puzzles 
helped them make deductions that then lead to a correct solution.   We 
are now beginning our next novel, The Tiger Rising by Kate                       
DiCamillo. Most 4th graders have read Because of Winn-Dixie by the 
same author, providing a great opportunity for students to use higher                     
level thinking as they make text-to-text connections. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5th Grade ELA:  Students are beginning a new project that will involve 
them in an interview experience.  After generating appropriate questions, 
each will be choosing a family member to interview about his/her                
career.  The interview experience will give students the opportunity to 
discover more about careers, as they sharpen their listening and note 
taking skills.  The culminating piece of the project will be sharing with 
classmates to give all the opportunity to learn about many different ca-
reers.  

4th Grade  

Advanced Writing 

“PILOT” 
 

4th Grade:  So far this year students 
have enjoyed composing a variety of 
narrative writing pieces.  Now we are 
taking on the challenge of persuasive 
writing.  Before starting to write, students 
are first building background knowledge 
about how to be aware of their audience 
and understand the pros and cons of an 
issue.  After deciding what position they 
will take, they will tackle coming up with 
specific main arguments and details that 
will support their perspective.  We'll see 
if they can convince their classmates! 
 
 

 

Gateway  
Progress Reports 

 
 

Progress Reports will be 
sent home the beginning of 
February for all intensive 

support classes.  
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